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Commercial "Firsts” in Al Patent Search

Thomson Innovation & Derwent (early 2010s):

Introduced early machine learning for semantic patent search.

Questel & PatSnap (2013-2015):

Began marketing "Al-powered” search features (semantic expansion, clustering, citation prediction).
Ipsum/IFI CLAIMS / Relecura (mid-2010s):

One of the first to use ML for automated patent landscaping.

Iprally (2018, Sweden):

Marketed itself as the first patent search engine based on graph neural networks (GNN), a new
Al approach.

MarkVision, Keywert, and other new startups (2020s):

Emerging companies claiming world-first generative Al patent search (LLM-based).

Key Milestones

First academic Al patent search system: late 1990s (NLP + keyword expansion).

First commercial semantic/ML patent search (mainstream): around 2013-2015 (PatSnap, Questel).
First GNN-based Al patent search: Iprally (2018).

First generative Al-driven patent search (LLM-powered): 2022-2023 startups (Keywert, etc.).
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